
 

It’s not always easy being  
honest. We’ve had a hard time 
starting this month’s newsletter. 
Typically, we like to focus on the 
positive things in our newsletter, 
share how God has allowed us to 
serve Him during the month. 
But this month, we need to be 
real. It’s been a hard month. A 
difficult month, with trails,  
challenges and frustrations.  
As many of you know last month 
ended with a terror attack in 
Kenya’s capital. Our family was 
safe and several hours away 
from the attack, however despite 
our safety, it took a toll on us 
emotionally.  
Westagte Mall was somewhere 
we had been together as a fami-
ly, where 
Lucy and 
Fred 
watched 
their first 
movie in a 
movie  
theatre, 
where Lucy 
road her first escalator. It was 
somewhere we would go to relax 
and enjoy being a family before 
heading back to ministry in Ki-
sumu. To see fellow Kenyan’s 

and expatriates suffering from 
the attack was nothing less of 
miserable.  
Following the attack, two days 
later, Fred traveled to Nairobi 
for his second Visa interview, 
sadly it was denied, again. We 
were discouraged but God gave 
us hope and peace that he had 
something better for us, we 
trusted in that.   
Three weeks after the Visa  
denial, Fred received a phone 
call from the US Embassy  
requesting that he send his  
passport immediately so that his 
Visa can be issued. We were 
shocked-we had never heard of 
this happening, when asking 
how it could be, they said it was 

a private matter, but 
once again requested 
to send his passport. 
We had 48 hours of 
pure celebration that 
the Lord has done a 
miracle before our 
eyes. We started 
scheduling flights, 

planning activities and  
arranging ministry while we 
were gone. 48 hours to the hour, 
I received an e-mail saying the 
phone call was by mistake and 

that Fred’s Visa was still denied. 
They apologized and our  
celebration turned into tears of 
confusion and hopelessness.  
Today we are a few days past the 
e-mail, and we are still asking 
God to give us understanding 
and peace.  
I said it’s hard to be honest, 
we’re struggling. We’re trusting 
God and we have full confidence 
that his plan always surpasses 
ours, but the process is painful.  
Through these struggles and 
challenges we are taking courage 
through scripture.  
Through the Westgate attack we 
saw so much unity throughout 
the nation, from people involved 
in the attack, people supporting 
and praying for people involved 
in the attack and also in Kenya’s 
leadership. It was so beautiful to 
se this unity in Kenya, as tribal-
ism and division often get in the 
way. 

Cultivating Christ-like communities that live to proclaim hope for the future. 



Despite the Westgate attack, the 
visa denials and other challenges, 
God’s grace and love has been 
abundant. My prayer is the unity 
that he has brought to Kenya 
through the Westgate tragedy will 
continue to reign.  
Many of you have sent messages 
and e-mails of encouragement 
during these challenges– we are so 
thankful for your love and sup-
port. We are continually blessed to 
have you in our life. As we re-
ceived the petition from St. John’s 
and Trinity last month for Fred’s 
Visa, we were moved to tears by 
how many people were behind us. 
Your support is not in vain, we 
know that God will bring Fred’s 
Visa to pass– in His perfect tim-
ing.  
Thank you for letting us be real 
with you this month. We know 
God has great things for us all as 
we work together to serve God and 
His people. We have been encour-
aged through many scriptures this 
month, that we would like to share 
with you as you remember our 
family in 
your  
prayers.  
 
Blessings, 
Holly, Fred 
& Lucy  

 

 Lucy’s guardianship has 

been processed and ap-

proved. 

 We have been healthy this 

month! 

 God has brought Unity to 

Kenya 

 Team mates from Holly’s 

2006 YWAM school came 

to visit us.  

 

Mailing Address: 
Good News Community Center 
Attn: Holly and Fred Okoth 
Po Box 3944  
Kisumu, Kenya, East Africa 
40100 
E-mail: Hollyandfred@goodnewskenya.org 

PRAISE 
REPORTS 

 

 

Your support and prayers are 

greatly appreciated . We are 

truly blessed to have you    

partner with us.  Please return 

this bottom half to Trinity. For 

tax-deductible donations please 

make all checks payable to 

Trinity Church. 

W775 Geranium Rd, Genoa 

City, Wi 53128 

 

 

 

I commit to praying for Holly & Fred while they are in the mission field. 

I would like to receive e-mail updates. Email: _________________________ 

I would like to give a one time gift to support their ministry.       $______ 

I would like to support their mission efforts on a monthly basis. $______ 

 

Name ______________________________ Address____________________________________________ 

 Wisdom on Fred’s visa 

 Sponsorship for orphans 

 Financial support for the 

children’s village 

 To effectively reach and 

transform the community 

with the love of God 

 For 2014 mission trip teams! 

 Prayer warriors for our  

family and ministry 

 For peace and comfort in 

our family  

PRAYER 
 REQUETS 

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sis-
ters, whenever you face trials of many 

kinds, because you know that the testing 
of your faith produces perseverance.  Let 
perseverance finish its work so that you 
may be mature and complete, not lack-

ing anything. James 1:2-4 

 He has made everything beautiful in its 
time. He has also set eternity in the hu-
man heart; yet no one can fathom what 

God has done from beginning to end.  
Ecclesiastes 3:11 

Trust in the Lord and do good; 
Dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture 

Take delight in the LORD and he will 
give you the desires of your heart. 

Commit your way to the Lord; 
Trust in Him and He will do this: 

He will make your righteous reward 
shine like the dawn, 

Your vindication like the noonday sun. 
Be still before the LORD and wait 

patiently for Him 
Psalms 37:3-7 

The LORD is a  
refuge for the  
oppressed, a  
stronghold in times 
of trouble.  
Psalms 9:9  


